
you have to conclude we 

have way to much going 

on not to pray. 

     Family, this really 

isn’t a numbers game.  It 

is not.  We are not trying 

to see how many people 

we can get to show up 

for another church func-

tion.  This is about spiri-

tual survival.  This is 

about the power that we 

see in prayer.  Now, it is 

true, we can pray any-

time anyplace about any-

thing.  But the Bible 

makes it clear that some-

thing special happens 

when we get together as 

a corporate Body and the 

entire Godhead shows up 

and we all connect to-

gether in prayer praise 

and fellowship.  And the 

Bible is right.  It is spe-

cial.  Please stop missing 

it.  Try it out this month, 

Feb 3rd at 6:30 pm.  You 

will not be sorry.  Love 

you all see you Sunday. 

 I have always 

loved the story of 6 year 

old Susie.  One day 

Susie got all dressed up 

in her mommy’s clothes, 

and she dressed her two 

year old little brother up 

in his big brother’s 

clothes, and off they 

went next door to visit 

Mrs. Wilcox.  On arrival, 

Susie announced that she 

and her husband were 

just dropping by for a 

cup of tea.  Mrs. Wilcox 

played the game to the 

hilt.   She welcomed 

them in, sat them down, 

and brought them both a 

cup of grape kool aid 

(the tea) and each a 

cookie (the crumpet).  

After a few minutes of 

make believe adult con-

versation, Mrs. Wilcox 

asked.  Miss Susie would 

you two care for another 

cup of tea?  She an-

swered very politely no 

thank you.  We really 

must be going now.  My 

husband has just messed 

his pants.   

     It is so funny the 

things we let keep us 

from wonderful times. 

Speaking of wonderful 

times, I don’t know what 

it is that is keeping you 

from Prayer and Praise 

night each month.  But 

whatever it is, I think it 

might just be ripping you 

off a bit. 

       Every month on the 

first Wednesday at 6:30 

pm, this Body comes 

together for a time of 

personal and corporate 

prayer.  And I must say.  

It is amazing.  God has 

never failed to show up 

in a big way.  And I am 

surprised each week 

given the state of the un-

ion right now, that the 

church is not packed. 

       Let’s be real a min-

ute.  Times are tough for 

sure.  The economy is 

spooky.  The terrorist 

threat is constant.  Politi-

cal parties and religious 

groups seem more polar-

ized than ever before in 

history.  The entire coun-

try seems to be stressed 

out and nervous all the 

time.  And the future just 

appears to be blurry at 

best.  Hmmmm.  Sounds 

like a pretty good time to 

pray to me.  How about 

you?   

     You add to that the 

relentless pressure of 

living out the Christian 

walk, which let me tell 

you, is not for the faint 

of heart.  Being a Chris-

tian in today’s culture is 

not for whimps.  And 

A Note From Jimmy 
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 Romans 8:37-39 

 
Ro 8:37 No, in all 
these things we 
are more than 
conquerors  
through him who 
loved us.   
Ro 8:38 For I am 
convinced that 
neither death nor 
life, neither angels 
nor demons, 

neither the 
present nor the 
future,   nor any 
powers,   
Ro 8:39 neither 
height nor depth, 
nor anything else 
in all creation, will 
be able to 
separate us from 
the love of God 

that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. m   

 

February 2010 Calendar 

Attendance Totals, Transfers & Baptisms 
ATTENDANCE TOTALS 

December 27 ..................................................... 205/237=442 

January 3 .............................................................. 175/230=405 

January 10 ............................................................ 160/295=455 

January 17 ............................................................ 183/353=536 

January 24 ............................................................ 200/297=497 

3 .................................... Prayer & Praise Night @ 6:30 p.m. 

5-6 ............................... SuperStart for Grades 4ñ6
th

! 

7, 14, 21, 28 ............ Prayer Team meets at 7:30 a.m. Please join them anytime! Contact David Ball (812

-879-4936) and email (daviddvcball@yahoo.com)  for more information. 

7 .................................... Discover Class (See Below) 

7 .................................... Super Championship Bowl Game Party J 

11, 25 ......................... Menõs Morning Bible Study @ 6:00 a.m. Join then any time! 

12 ................................. Valentine Banquet 

12-13 .......................... 7
th

 & 8
th

 Grade to CIY Believe in Cincinnati 

14 ................................. Women of Joy meeting following both services in the Administrative Bldg. base-

ment 

14 & 28 ..................... Sunday Night Live 

14 ................................. Financial Peace money due! 

20 ................................. All Church Clean Up Day! 

21 ................................. VBS Planning meeting following 2
nd

 service in the Library 

21 ................................. Xalted Ministry worship service here at 7:00 p.m. Topic: Harrassed & Helpless 

26 ................................. Youth Group to Lazer Lite 

27 ................................. Gospel Sing @ 6:00 p.m. 

28 ................................. Elementary Team meeting after 2
nd

 service in the Library 

 Xalted is a new outreach ministry of South Union Christian Church. Xalted's kick-off 

event will take place this Sunday morning, January 31st, when we will lead the morning worship 

services.  Xalted uses music, drama, media, and art to exalt Jesus Christ, lead others to Him, and 

teach his Word. 
 

God continues to move the Xalted team forward in preparation for this ministry.  The band has 

been practicing, the media team is recording and editing film, the drama group is ready and our 

artists are working on set designs. 
 

Xalted will present the message "The Word of God" THIS Sunday morning, January 31st.  Three weeks later, on Sunday, February 

21st at 7 pm, Xalted will lead a youth rally event entitled "Harassed and Helpless without a Shepherd". 
 

The mission God has set before us is to reach others for Christ and to strengthen and encourage those who already follow Him. We 

invite the body of South Union to join us for these events as we lift up Jesus Christ and stand on the truth of His Word. 

Jane and David Ball  

Saturday, February 27 
Join us at South Union 

for a 
Gospel Sing 



Prayer and Praise Night! 
Wednesday, February 3 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Childcare will be provided for children kindergarten and under. 
 
 

 

 
 

Discover . . . 
. . . your spiritual gift  

 

Do you know that as a follower of Jesus Christ you have been given a spiritual gift?  Are you aware 
that the use of your spiritual gift is critical for the church to reach unity and attain the whole 

measure of fullness in Christ?  Do you further know that without the use of your gift the body of 
Christ will struggle to grow and build itself up in love? 

 

Do you even know what your spiritual gift is? 
 

In a one hour session taught by David Ball you will not only learn more about spiritual gifts in general, but will also find out 

what your specific spiritual gift is!  Our next session, held in the "new" conference room of the "old" building, will take 

place during second  service on February 7.  Plan to join us to discover how the Lord has gifted you and to get plugged in 

where He has designed you to be!  

EVERYONE, PLEASE JOIN US ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20 AT 8:00 A.M. 
FOR AN ALL CHURCH CLEAN UP DAY! WE HAVE SO MUCH THAT NEEDS TO 
BE PITCHED AND CLEANED OUT. EVEN IF YOU CAN ONLY COME FOR AN 
HOUR PLEASE DO! WE NEED YOU!!! 

The College-Aged/Young Singles Small Group will not meet on Saturday, February 6.  In-

stead, we will get together on Sunday, February 7, for a SUPER CHAMPIONSHIP BOWL 
PARTY, beginning at 5:30 PM, at Jim and Sherry Barnhart's house, 923 Rolling Rock Drive.  

We'll order pizza (bring a little money to chip in), and we'll have other food to snack on.  
Bring a friend!  If you need more info or directions, contact Jim and Sherry at 339 -7067 or 

Jsbarnhart1029@att.net, or contact Tony and Angela Zizak at 340-0652 or tzizak@gmail.com. 

Join the new Celebrate Recovery Small Group at any time. Everyone is 
welcome. They meet on Thursday evenings at 6:30 P.M in the Admin-

istrative Building Downstairs! 

JOIN US ON FEBRUARY 7 FOR A PARTY! 

WE’LL BE WATCHING THE SUPER CHAMPIONSHIP BOWL GAME (CHURCHES 

ARE NOT ALLOWED TO CALL IT BY ITS NAME, IT’S COPYRIGHTED). GAME 

STARTS AT 6:00 SO COME EARLY AND GET READY!!!! 

 
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY 

BEGINS MARCH 1 AT 6:30 P.M. IN ROOM #200 
     Financial Peace University ɉ&05Ɋ ÉÓ $ÁÖÅ 2ÁÍÓÅÙȭÓ  ÌÉÆÅ-changing program that teaches you to 
achieve your financial goals by eliminating debt, saving for the future, and giving like never before. 
More than 1 million families have attended FPU with amazing results. You will be challenged and 
motivated to make a plan for your money and change your family tree forever! 
      Join Lisa Herbstreit as she guides you through this remarkable program. The cost is $120 and is 
due to either Lisa or Anjie Cain by Feb. 14. Check it all out on www.daveramsey.com 

http://www.daveramsey.com


A Note From Our 

A group of twenty had the opportunity last night to take a trip down to Paoli Peaks for a 

night of skiing and snowboarding.  Of that group there was only one lady, Courtney, 

leaving here with nineteen guys, so ladies next time you need to step up and join us.  On 

the slopes though, a good time was had by all, for the most part.  Levi, being his first 

time going, lost a fight with a snowboard and twisted his ankle, thus after one run call-

ing it a night.  Sean Manning had a fairly hard spill, but no major injuries, and kept on 

going the whole night.  I on the other hand probably had it the worst on the snowboard.  

I split my pants one time when I crashed; I got my left knee twisted up real bad another 

time when I bit it; and last but not least I bruised that which I sit on.  The nice thing is 

that pain doesn’t really register as quickly when it is cold outside, but the van ride home 

and the day thus far were spent with much discomfort.  This wasn’t my first time trying 

my hand at snowboarding, and I did so much better the first time I did it in Colorado.  So, I thought that the night 

would be like getting back on a bike, easy.  What I didn’t take into account is the different between the fake snow of 

Paoli with the ice and the real snow on the Colorado Mountain.  In both places, you can get the job done, but on the 

real snow there is softer landings and it is much easier to slow yourself down before you crash real hard.  Parents, 

don’t fear too much about letting your kids go on future trips, they are usually smarter at trying things for the first 

time than this “experienced veteran” of the slopes. 

Upcoming Events: 

7th and 8th Graders – CIY Believe is coming up real soon, February 12th through the 13th.  You will need a change of 

clothes, personal hygiene products, and money for food and conference merchandise if you are interested in that.  

Parents, on the 12th I would like everyone to get to the church as close to 3:30 as possible so that we can get on the 

road by 4pm.  Don’t forget about the $10 extra for the conference fee and the two forms which you should have re-

ceived in your email. 

Youth Group – On February 26th, 5pm-8pm we are going to go to meet at the church and head off to Laser Lite here 

in Bloomington for some laser tag.  The cost is $16 for three games plus any money you might want for the arcade 

and snacks. 

“Let Everything That Has Breath, Praise The Lord” Psalm 150:6  

 Two times in the last week, my bible study or devotion time has focused on Psalm 84 … verses 1 and 2 in 

the NIV say … “How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty!  My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of 

the lord; my heart and flesh cry out for the living God.”  The ESV translation says “… my heart and flesh SING for 

joy to the living God.”   What an awesome privilege we have to cry out to our Father!!  Sometimes during the 

months of January and February, the days become dreary and we (ok, I) long for spring and better weather.  We need 

to remember, though, to be thankful to God because every day is a gift and the blessings of creation (yes, even the 

snow and ice) come from Him!   Thank you God for the beauty that you surround us with EVERY day!! 

 Wasn’t Men’s Sunday awesome?!!  Stay tuned … there will be more of those to come!!   February brings 

many activities here!  Prayer & Praise night will be Wednesday, February 3 at 6:30 p.m.  If you haven’t been attend-

ing the Prayer & Praise nights, you are really missing out on a great opportunity to deepen your relationship with 

God!  The Valentine’s dinner will be on Friday, February 12 at 6:30 (doors open at 6:00) and entertainment will be 

provided by our very talented Drama Team! Be sure to reserve your tickets soon!  Xalted Ministries has en event on 

Sunday evening, February 21 at 7:00 p.m.!  Make sure that you bring a friend to this event!   And, last but certainly 

not least, there will be a gospel sing on Saturday evening, February 27 at 6:00 p.m.  I hope you will come join us for 

all of these special events! 

 As always, if you find yourself thinking … I really would like to be a part of the Worship Team … we 

would LOVE to have you join us!  We will be practicing Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. and Sunday mornings at 

7:30 a.m.  Come see what it’s all about!   Remember, we also have a tech team for both sound and visual – no ex-

perience required – and training provided!!  

Love ya!     Lori 



VALENTINE BANQUET 2010 

Friday, February 12  

(Doors open at 6:00 p.m.~Dinner begins at 6:30)  

5 Acts to Improve Your Relationship 
Brought to us by our Drama Team 

AVENUE C 

Including an encore presentation of: 

Haulin’ Oats, òDonõt Songó and 

Guys & Grills 

Also featuring, a Family Feud Style Game Show,  

Cupidõs Quarrel 

A Grand prize will be awarded to the winning couple so sign 

up for your chance to be in the game show the  

night of the event! 

 

Cost: $25/Couple or $12.50/Single 
 

Our Dinner Menu::  

Ham 

Chicken & Noodles  

Green Beans / Corn  

Salad / Dinner Roll  

Texas Sheet Cake  

CHILDCARE WILL BE PROVIDED BUT YOU MUST PREREGISTER 

TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW AT THE WELCOME CENTER!! 



Teaching Through Decision Making   

Families make decisions and solve problems on a 

daily basis. Parents must make some decisions, 

and in those cases children need to learn to fol-

low. At other times parents can involve children 

and help them make wise choices.  

 

Money, for example, provides opportunities for 

children to make decisions. Parents can teach 

children how to save, be generous, and plan for 

purchases. In one family, Kari, age twelve, and 

Joel, age thirteen, were each given ten dollars 

for babysitting. Kari saved her money but Joel 

spent his right away. A few days later when the 

family was at a museum, Kari and Joel both 

wanted to buy something at the gift shop. Kari 

had money but Joel said, "I wish I would have 

saved my money so I could buy something 

here."  

 

It's better for children to learn their lessons with 

small amounts of money early, than to wait and 

make a costly mistake later on. Joel's parents 

honored him by allowing him to make mistakes. 

They didn't say, "I told you so." They simply al-

lowed him to learn from his own experience, but 

they didn't rescue him either.  

 

Developing good decision -making skills gives 

kids the ability to define a problem, look at con-

sequences of various alternatives, and then 

choose the best solution among the options. 

Having open discussions about decisions and 

then allowing children to solve some problems 

for themselves communicates honor to them. It 

says, "I believe in you. You have what it takes."  

Kingdom 

Kids 
 

 

Mat 19:14  But Jesus said, "Let the 

little children come to Me, and do 

not forbid them; for of such is the 

kingdom of heaven."  

U N I O N  N E W S  

Remembering 2009  

What an awesome year 2009 was!  We implemented the new computerized 

check in system ensuring that we have a more accurate count of children in our 

Sunday morning classrooms.  

At the end of January we held a girlõs retreat at AIM (Camp Beechwood) and it 

was very successful at allowing the girls to draw closer to their Savior and to 

other Christian girls.  There was a big snow that weekend and while conditions 

were pretty chilly for sleeping, there was time for some sledding. 

Next, we moved the Elementary kids back into the main church building in 

preparation for remodeling of the old church building into office space.  Things 

were a bit chaotic and cramped while we shared offices and classroom space 

but the kids were good sports and happy to be back in the main building.  Once 

the remodeling was done in August, the kids had a worship room (that we are 

now grown out of), a fellowship room to play games in and classrooms for 1-3 

grades and 4-6 grades.  At this time we also combined the Kindergarten class 

with the 4 and 5 year olds at 10:30am as was already being done at 9am on 

Sunday mornings. 

Meanwhile, we kicked off another year of Kingdom Kamp and prepared for VBS. 

VBS 2009-Camp Edge was a huge success in July thanks to the enormous out-

pouring of love from somewhere around 60 volunteers.  We reached our goal 

for the mission for VBS this year and raised $2,500. This money was used to 

send South Unionõs mission team to the White Mountain Apache Indian Reserva-

tion.  You can see the mission trip recap at www.southunioncc.com on the news 

page under ò2009 mission trip videosó. 

In September we kicked off the new Sunday Night programming for all age 

groups with everyone studying the same topic.  The initial turnout was great but 

then we quickly began to see a drop in attendance.  While those who were at-

tending loved it and wouldnõt have missed it for the world we wanted to be able 

to provide ministry programming that would be useful and convenient for more 

of the congregation.  It was decided that we would poll the congregation to get 

their opinions and we stopped Sunday evenings in late November.  The results of 

the survey showed that the congregation preferred to meet only twice per 

month on Sunday nights, to move the time up and to do away with the pitch-in 

dinner. 

In October the mission team presented its trip to the White Mountain Apache 

Indian Reservation and the children of the Kingdom Kids Childrenõs Ministry 

performed òI Am A Promiseó.  At this time I began praying about whom it was 

Parenting Tip!  

Thanks to Piper and the Ladies Circle and the Womenõs and Youth min-

istries for helping to make that a success. 

In November the Kingdom Kids began work on their Christmas Pro-

gram while learning that what they were doing was worshipping Jesus 

as they shared His gospel with the congregation.  They did an awesome 

job at that in December after a wonderful Happy Birthday Jesus party. 

The kids also made and brought gifts for the poor and homeless.  In 

addition to this, we did an all-church family caroling night on Decem-

ber  6th that was fun for all involved. 

God has a lot in store for our kids in 2010, I hope youõll decide to be a 

part of the excitement of building His Kingdom at South Union, one 

http://www.southunioncc.com


10:30 am Teachers and Curriculum:  
 

Infants 103-Nancy Thomp-

son 

Walkers 102-Lisa Herbstreit 

and Danielle Taylor  

 

2-3 1/2 Year Olds (101)- 

(God Loves Me) TBD 

 

4&5/K Year (100)– Pat Cain and 

Nichole (Basic Bible Stories) 

 

1-3rd Grade Rooms 206-Danna Barnett 

(Konnect 1) 

 

Club 456-Rooms 207 –Debbie Taylor 

(Konnect 5-Discipleship) 

 

*Early drop off for Elementary is 

Room #203, on time or late drop off 

is Room 205 

9am Sunday School Teachers and Cur-

riculum:  
 

Infants –103-Pearl Fishel 

 

Walkers–102– Melanie Deck-

ard 

2 & 3 Year Olds-101-TBD (BOZ) 

  

4&5/K Year 100-Juanita Deckard (BUZZ) 

 

1st-3rd Grade Room #206-Donna Briggs 

(BUZZ) 

Club 456 Room #207 –Jon Elgar (BUZZ) 

 

*Early drop off for Elementary is Room 

#203, on time or late drop off is Room 

#205 
 

Special Meetings and 
Other News 

*February 3rd-Praise and Prayer 
Night 6:30pm, childcare for Kinder-
garten and under. 

*February 5th-6thï SUPERSTART 
for 4th-6th grades 
 
*February 14th and 28th-SNL! 5:30-
7:30pm 
 
*February 20th-All Church clean up 
day!! We need your help!! 
 
*February 21st-VBS Planning Meet-
ing after second service (library) 
 
*February 28thï Elementary Team 
Meeting after second service (library) 

Who to Contact: 

Crystal Kent-Director 

812-320-4583(Cell) 

E-mail: JCSoldr@aol.com 

 

Angie Hall-Administration Coordinator 

812-345-6740 

anbricosi@yahoo.com, 

 

Debbie Taylor-Daytime Preschool Director 

812-825-2358 

rdljltaylor01@yahoo.com 

 

Christie Double-Worship Coordinator 

812-876-7156 

zwinkygirl10@yahoo.com 

 

Laura Jo Stull-Prayer Warrior 

812-824-8512 

lllstull@aol.com 

 

Lynette Prosise-Training Coordinator 

812-360-1836 

lynetteprosise@aol.com 

 

Pat Cain-Joining Godõs Family 

812-876-9183 

patmommomcain@wmconnect.com 
 

Jackie Goss-Special Needs Coordinator 

812-935-8697 
U N I O N  N E W S  

  

 

 

February 14th and 28th! 

5:30pm to 7:30pm  

Programming for All ages! 

5:30-5:45  Mingle and play 
5:45-6 Family style game (everyone) 

6-7:30 Lesson, activities, snacks (by age group) 

February Topics: Who is Jesus?  Who do I trust? 
 

Palm Sunday Program (March 

28th) 
Ages 4 years to Grade 6 

Practice Starts February 14th during both ser-

vices 

*EXTRA PRACTICE SATURDAY MARCH  

27th at 9am* 

Preschoolers = Choir 

Elementary = Performance, Recital, and Bell Choir 

Parts will be given February 14th and 21st 



Following is an Article that Rick wants to share with us: 

 

What Makes Groups Grow ï A Lot  

I recently surveyed more than 1,000 small-group leaders and Sunday-school teachers, asking them what helps 

their groups to grow.  In my first two articles, we discussed factors that mattered very little (less than 10% dif-

ference between groups that were growing and those that weren’t) and factors that mattered some (between 

11% and 100% difference). 

In this article we’ll look at three of the four factors that really do matter.  The teachers who use these practices 

were more than twice as likely to be growing as groups that weren’t. 

 

Fellowship Matters 

I’ve missed the mark on a few items in this survey already.  I’ve reported on things that I thought would really 

matter that haven’t mattered that much at all.  But this time, the data supports what I’ve been saying for years:  

Groups that party together grow together. 

I asked teachers a simple question:  How many parties do you have?  I found that groups that have at least nine 

gatherings a year are more than twice as likely (104%) to be growing as the group that has one or fewer gather-

ings per quarter.  Double your parties, double your chances of growing. 

I had someone say to me after a conference recently, “What you are talking about is just doing what the Bible 

says.”  Indeed.  Consider these verses: 

Romans 12:13 says to form a habit of inviting guests.  We can’t determine whether or not people will come, 

we’re just to form a habit of inviting.  Notice this is a command. 

We are to offer hospitality without grumbling (1 Peter 4:9).  There are at least two reasons to consider this:  

1) It’s work having people over.  Someone has to vacuum the floor.  Someone has to prepare the snacks.  

Someone has to pick up the phone and invite.  2)  Some people are hard to love.  We say we want to win our 

world for God, but what we often mean is:  We want to reach nice people, funny people, and interesting peo-

ple.  God has called us to reach out to all kinds of people – and sometimes, they’re kind of hard to love. 

Jesus told us, ñWhen you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends.ò (Luke 14:12a, NIV).  

Have you ever had a luncheon or dinner and invited only your friends?  In love, Jesus says, “Stop inviting just 

your friends.”  You can invite them – just don’t restrict the invitation list to only your friends. 

What are we to expect when we invite?  Sometimes people will come.   Sometimes they won’t.  No matter.  

Form a habit.  Do it over and over again.  Keep inviting.  Sometimes they’ll come.  Sometimes they won’t.  

Sometimes they’ll be late.  Sometimes they’ll be boring.  Sometimes they’ll be rude.  Sometimes they’ll be 

obnoxious.  Sometimes they’ll come and won’t leave.  But if you’re willing to invite people, you’re twice as 

likely to be growing! 

 

Sharing the Lord  

Jesus taught us this would be true.  The harvest is plentiful, the workers are few.  One of the most predictable 

ways of increasing the harvest is increasing the number of workers in the harvest. 

People who have a large team – three or more – are 115% more likely to report that they are growing than 

those with only the teacher or only teacher and one other person. 

If you want to grow your group, get lots of people involved.  These people might include inreach leaders (who 

invite every member), Outreach leaders (who invite everyone else), leaders-in-training, prayer coordinators, 

and more. 

In order to get these leaders, I recommend you have a vision day every quarter, where you re-cast the vision 

for the group.  And what is the vision for the group?  The same vision Jesus gave His group:  make disciples of 

all nations, starting with this small group.  As Henry Blackaby put it, anything less is planned disobedience. 

Ask questions such as:  Who wants to handle inviting our members?  Who wants to invite people who aren’t  



members?  Who wants to help plan our party time for the next three months?  Who has strong administrative 

gifts and would keep us on-task?  Who would like to be on the prayer team?  The idea is not to fill slots, the 

idea is to get everyone involved. 

By the way, if we combine these two first attributes the results are impressive:  The high fellowship/high team 

group is 256% more likely to be growing than is the low fellowship/low team group. 

 

People Skills 

Teachers with good people skills are 147% more likely to be growing their groups than those with bad people 

skills.  People skills matter more than visitation, how many parties you have or don’t have, how you spend 

your time, what your purpose is, or how many people you have on your team helping you.  People skills mat-

ter.  They matter a lot. 

So, what are good people skills and how do we get them? 

It starts on the inside.  If you want to get along well with people, it helps to like them.  Really like them.  Not 

pretend to like them.  Not act like you like them.  Really like them.  Think kind thoughts about them.  Think 

kindly of them.  Cultivate a heart that loves them. 

Here’s one of the dirtiest secrets about American Christianity:  The reason many churches aren’t effective at 

reaching not-yet Christians is that the people in those churches don’t like them.  And non-Christians may not 

know Jesus, but they know when they’re not liked. 

A better outreach program is not going to fix this.  We need a better heart.  A heart that cares.  A heart that is 

drawn to.  So, let me ask you: how do you feel about the people in your class?  How do you feel about not-yet 

Christians?  Let’s pray that God would work in our hearts so that we are drawn to them, just as he is drawn to 

them. 

Tone matters.  Proverbs 15:1 says that a soft answer turns away wrath.  Notice it doesn’t say a right answer.  

It says a soft answer.  Simple as it sounds, most of us would get along with people better if we just used a 

softer tone. 

The opposite is also true.  A loud, harsh, rude, shrill, ugly tone is going to bring bad results, even if you are 

thinking kind thoughts.  The tone of your voice has just about as much to do with the quality of your relation-

ships as any other single factor. 

If you would get along well with others, cultivate the habit of using a kind, gracious tone. 

Overcome evil with good.  Love covers a multitude of sins.  If you’re constantly nice and courteous and 

thoughtful and complementary, and then you do something that irritates me, I can deal with it.  But, if you’re 

constantly rude or short or insensitive…Proverbs speaks about how a constant dripping wears you down. 

Lavish people inside and out with kind, thoughtful words and deeds.  When you do this, you build up a credit 

so that when you do mess up, people can deal with it. 

Let God fill your tank.  As you give to others, you can sometimes get drained.  Let God fill your tank.  Come 

to God each day and ask him to fill you so you can give to others.  As each of us allows God to fill our tank we 

have plenty to give to others.  How full is your tank? 

Keep learning.  If people skills are this important, we ought to spend a good deal of time cultivating them.  

We ought to make a lifelong habit of getting better in dealing with people.  Teacher training ought to be 

largely about developing better people skills. 

So, what’s the #1 factor in whether groups grow?  We’ll look at that next time. 
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If your birthday or anniversary is not included on this list, it may be because you didn’t 

fill out a Servant Keeper Form. Please call the church office at 824-1829 to get one! 

Birthdays:  

2/1 .... Jacob Cadwell 

2/1 .... Kelly McNeely 

2/2 .... Blake Deckard 

2/2 .... Denise Taylor 

2/3 .... Donna Crippen 

2/5 .... Ryan Bornhorst 

2/5 .... Kristen Bornhorst 

2/8 .... Aaron White 

2/9 .... Dan Deckard 

2/11 .. Garrett Fleetwood 

2/13 .. Anjie Cain 

2/14 .. Cary Dillman 

2/15 .. Sandy Eernisse 

2/17 .. Derek Kay 

2/17 .. Stephanie Reeves 

2/18 .. Eric Smith 

2/20 .. Melissa Nettleton 

2/21 .. Thumper Higgins 

2/21 .. Jeff Morron 

2/23 .. Zach Higgins 

2/24 .. Lisa Herbstreit 

2/25 .. Billy Fleetwood 

2/26 .. Sandy Gilpin 

2/26 .. Megan Young 

2/27 .. Karen Burks 

 

Anniversaries: 

2/24 .. Pam Bing 


